n6                 LETTERS FROM SAMOA
December 28.
AN OTHER Christmas has come and gone, JL\. bringing with it as usual many sad and many happy memories. How much lies behind us as we grow older; and as Lou always replies to any such trite remark, how much may still lie gloriously ahead! I thought of you all, and sent many loving wishes flying across the seas to each and every one of you. I had a quiet day at home and plenty of time to think, which I enjoyed; all the rest went, as had beer
arranged, to dine with the M------s, but as th^
weather was very unsettled and I was rathei tired and done-up, I did not care to run the risk of a ducking. I had the house delightfully quiel and to myself, as most of the servants got i holiday; and as I only decided against going tc Apia at the last moment, I had a festive Christmas banquet of sardines and bread and butter and drank your health in ... brandy and water The party, however, was a great success Our contribution to the feast was a pig, foui ducks, and three dozen eggs, which are verj scarce in Apia just now; four quarts of fresl milk, and a great basket of vegetables, whil< Talolo and Lauilo went to help in serving anc waiting. After dinner one of the ladies recitec Lou's * Christmas at Sea/ and two Samoan girl; danced a very curious and graceful dance witl N clubs and shields, and finally there was genera